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New River Valley Grotto Officers

President ic®¥ President Treasurer Secretary

Don Anderson Rickey Shortt John Fox Leanne Barley
NSS 3767 NSS 53271 NSS 17432 NSS 38085
(540) 674-5460 (276) 220-1017 (540) 639-5739 (540)-8164

DISCLAIMER & GENERAL INFORMATION

The New River Valley Grotto of the NSS meets thtT2iesday of each month at the Charles and Onae® Free Library in Dublin, VA at 7 PM.

Membership is open to all who support the goalghef NSS and the NRVG. Dues are $ 10.00 per ye&r 08 for immediate family members.

Membership runs from September to Augu$he Mudslingeiis the newsletter of the New River Valley Grottadas distributed at each meeting. Any
correspondence should be directed to the editdhéyirst Tuesday of the month. Material may barirged by internal organization of the NSS giving
credit to the NRVG. Atrticles for publication wile edited for grammar, punctuation and approprégen Opinions expressed in articles may not beetho
of the editor or grotto.

NEW RIVER VALLEY GROTTO P.O. Box 3056 Radford, VA 24143

MINUTES OF THE APRIL MEETING
April 14, 2008

In Attendance: Robin Brickey, Sean Plott, Debi Stout, Debbie MpfDon Anderson, David Kelly, Karen Kastning, Rigk
Shortt, Leanne Barley, Bill Pond, and John Fox.

Guests: Casey Dicken
Minutes from March meeting were approved as pubtish

Treasurers Report: The club has $135.55 in checking, and $384.08vinga. The VSS has not cashed their check yetiato t
money is still represented in the total. The ACGtsethank you letter.

Announcements:
Don read the caving moratorium notice included \lih recent VAR newsletter.
Don shared a letter he received from congressmelaBucher describing the Virginia Ridge and Valksst, which
was recently passed into law. The new legislatidhprotect more than 53,000 acres of the Jeffefdational Forest
from development.

Projects:
Hickman Cemetery Road cleanup: Meet at 10 am atl&8#ore in Fairlawn.

Old Business:
Club logo: Rick took a digital photo of the NRVG&Gd designed by Tom Miller and Leanne used it tatera computer
graphic. This graphic was used on the cover ofSjiing VAR guidebook. The membership discussedjtaphic and
decided to adopt it as the club logo with some malanges. Leanne agreed to change the letterimgteh that used
on a previous club patch.

Minutes submitted by Leanne Arethusa Barley, NR\&8r8tary
On a personal note, | wish to thank all the NRVGnhers and cavers everywhere who have temporasiyended their caving. |

know what a sacrifice this is. Be proud that wedwing our part to buy our bat brethren time — tthveg may be critical to a
positive outcome for their species. ~ Leanne
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FROM THE CHAIR
Don Anderson NSS 3767

Our grotto held the Spring road cleanup (ad@egtighway) on April 18th. About 20 orange bagsev
filled again with some interesting items found @dtickmans Cemetery Road. At Carolyn McCain's
request we separated aluminum for recycling as aked our way towards James Cave. Bill Pond was
designated Al-man. On the road gang were: Bill P@ebbie Norris, Carolyn McCain, Robin Brickey,
Rickey Shortt, Sean Plott, Debi Stout, Leanne Badad yours truly. Karen Kastning and John Foy ver
much wanted to help, but they had Chairman partenause of the tremendous work they are doing on
preregistration for the upcoming NSS convention kwernational Congress of Speleology.

During the cleanup folks passing in vehictesteéd their horn and/or gave us a thumbs up.nkthiwas
thumbs..!

Remenber the moratorium on going caving. slet' patient. Let's move rocks and climb trees!

WNS and the Monongehela Forest

In response to the uncontrolled spread of BVNibse Syndrome affecting bat species, all cavds an
mines on the National Forests in the Eastern Relggme been closed by Forest Service managers ér on
year, from April 24th, 2009 to April 24th, 2010. 8klosures will allow scientist time to study the
syndrome and learn more about how it is spread.

At this time, all caves and mines on the Magaidrela National Forest are closed; however, wegreze
that our caves are an important resource for cageds we would like to consider the possibility of
opening a few caves for recreational use in the fugare.

We will consider the nomination of caves ttlatnot contain bats, have little habitat for batshat
would not contribute to the spread of White-Nosadgme near important bat caves. To nominate a cave
please submit information about why the cave shbaldpened, as well as any known bat activity & th
cave to cmsandeno@fs.fed.us by June 30, 2009.

All nominations will be reviewed by a Forestrdce team. The decision as to which caves wilbjpen,
if any, will be made by mid-July.

Thanks!

Cynthia Sandeno, Ecologist
Monongahela National Forest
200 Sycamore Street
Elkins,West Virginia 26241

CREDITS
Contributors: John Fox, Don Anderson, Leanne Barley, Rickey Shortt, Cynthia Sandeno, WVCC
Front Cover: Leanne Barley peers down into the blackness of a talus cave. Photo by Rickey
Shortt
Back Cover: Don Anderson and Debbie Norris at work during the grotto clean-up of Hickman
Cemetery Road. Photo by Leanne Barley

Editor: Rickey Shortt (276)220-1017 _crshortt@yahoo.com
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SPRING VAR Grand Caverns Spring VAR 2009
by Don Anderson by John Fox

It was hot! The canopy metal poles were You could not have asked for better weather for
almost too hot to handle, but | got the thing set the Spring 2009 VAR. Located 2 hours up the
up. John Fox and JoAnna arrived in time to help Interstate and no mountains to navigate. Only
with the upright poles. It was Friday April 23rd  problem was staying awake driving home after a
and this was the VAR that almost fell through!  great weekend.

Attending from NRVG were John and JoAnna
Fox, Karen Kastning, Bill Pond, Darlene Nelson, The VAR meeting was hosted by VAR members,

and yours truly. not a traditional grotto. Folks came from all
0900 Saturday was the rendezous time for thecorners of The Virginia Region to put on this
sink hole cleanup. John and I along with 30 meeting within 5 weeks. White Nose Syndrome

other folks participated in hauling 5 dump truck being an issue and limited caving, a major
loads of junk from the site.. There was the usual concern was a lack of people. Well, that wasn't
suspects..rotten timbers, several rugs, washers, the case, 215 people showed up. The break even
dryers, wire fencing, bottles, cans, etc.. We set point was 145 people. And there were plenty of
aside a rather large pile of metal to be recycled. activities above ground - water sports on the
For lunch John left with the VAR checkbook South River, vertical work in the campground,
and returned with a dozen pizzas! Work effort  visit to Crozet tunnel, rock climbing, and the sink
dwindled after lunch...we were hot, tired, and hole cleanup. 30 people worked 6 hours filling 4
sweaty. dump truck loads, and pulling out lots of stuff
Saturday evenings delicious meal was cateredwith the help of a back hoe).
by a local caver friendly family. Karen Kastning
collected meal tickets. Later John "the music  Great food and evening activities - movies,
man" Fox provided super tunes via his music, and talking with friends.
outstanding sound system. | tested the camp
grounds for noise and found it very quiet ...even At the Sunday meeting, WNS was discussed. We
as late as 10:30 pm! | missed the birthday party learned about the scientific end of the problem

for Alex Sproul; he turned 65! and heard of facts. Ground rules were stated
Since IMO drove all the way from Atlanta to before the topic started. Everyone kept focus on

be at VAR | felt compelled to purchase the issue. We had a state biologist fielding

something. What did | buy??? Well just questions and Mike Weiner (?) (he attended our

remember You can have enough caving gear, butneeting back in the fall).
you cannot have too much!
Sunday morning Front Royal Grotto provided This was a very relaxed and enjoyable VAR.
a pancake breakfast for 4 bucks. At 0910 Craig
Hindman opened the meeting with a slam off his
fire axe on the table. There was a significant
discussion on WNS and many other interesting
projects too numerous to write about here. Il
mention them at this meeting.
The meeting agenda was long, but we were
adjourned by 11:45..
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WVCC Caves Closed Butt Mountain Talus Caves

WVCC is abiding by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife With all the recent developments in the caving world

A : . due to White Nose Syndrome, there hasn't been much
Sewlce_ s voluntary caving moratorium and has underground activity by the New River Valley Grotto.
closed its caves.

Leanne and | have been doing a lot of hiking but the
almost weekly caving trips have temporarily

The WVCC owned or managed caves are: (hopefully!) ended.
Island Ford Cave in Alleghany County, VA So it was quite exciting in a way for us to find and
Donaldson Cave in Berkeley County, WV explore a couple of small talus caves in the sandstone
Maxwelton Sink Cave in Greenbrier County, ~ Cliffs of Butt Mountain in Giles County.
WV First we found a neat pit entrance about 15-20 feet

deep right on top of the cliffs but downclimbing seemed

Lightner Entrance to McClung's Cave in a bit too difficult. Happily, after some more exploring

Greenbrier County, WV we found a horizontal entrance that took us right to the
Persinger Entrance to Benedict Cave in bottom of the pit. It wasn't Triple Wells but it wagl st
Greenbrier County, WV pretty neat feeling to stand at the bottom and look out.
Haynes Cave in Monroe County, WV There were a couple of other passages as well but they
Lobelia Saltpeter Cave in Pocahontas County, 90t t00 darkand small for us to push without ligis

WV other caving gear.

If only for a few feet, it felt good to be surrounded by
rock and cool darkness once again... and dream.
-Rickey Shortt

Rapps Cave in Greenbrier County, WV

Until further notice please do not enter any
WVCC caves.

Thanks,

The WVCC Board

Leanne Barley exiting a talus cave at Butt
Mountain. Photo by Rickey Shortt
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